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Abstracts and biographical notes

Andrej Bukovac-Mimica
Defenders of Faith or Constructive Critics? The Case of Wilhelm Niemoller and the Role of
the Church Historian
Abstract

There is truth in the saying that "history repeats itself.” The past can provide many
valuable lessons and forewarn us of the pitfalls that lay ahead. However, if we fail to
internalize these lessons and refuse to learn from the mistakes of our forebearers, we stand in
imminent danger, particularly in turbulent times such as these, of finding ourselves on the
"wrong side of history."

Historians, as conveyors of the past, can play an important corrective role by pointing out
certain trends and processes that are either ongoing or recurring. Although there is no such
thing as a completely objective history, the aspiration of general (secular) historiography is to
present an accurate (as much as reasonably possible) image of the past based on a critical
evaluation of evidence at hand. However, does the same apply to church history? Is the
church historian a detached student and conveyor of the past, or does their job involve a moral
or even theological component?

An answer to this question was provided by the Evangelical pastor Wilhelm Niemdller,
whose work we will examine more closely in this presentation. He represents an interesting
case study of how far removed contemporary church history can be from any attempt at, or
claim of objectivity.

In his intention to preserve the honour of the Evangelical Church in the Third Reich,
Niemoller produced works that could arguably be considered some of the greatest feats of
historical falsification of the 20" century. He made the conscious decision to distort and
selectively present church history, resulting in a story in which a group that comprised merely
20% of Protestant Christians in Germany represented the entire Evangelical Church. On the
other hand, he outright refused to discuss the German Christians, considering them heretics
from whom "no history” or any "significant act" had emerged. He made no mention
whatsoever of all the morally dubious things German Christians did during the period, such as
the numerous thanksgiving services and congratulatory telegrams to Hitler, or the, historically
exceptionally significant, founding of the Institute for the Study and Elimination of Jewish
Influence on German Church Life.

Although Niemdller's example is an extreme one, it nevertheless emphasizes the
importance of discussing the task of church history and the church historian. Explicitly stated,
the principal questions could be formulated as follows:



Is the church historian someone operating with a mandate from their own church, with the
task of nurturing a positive self-image of that church and protecting it from external criticism?
Or is the church historian someone who should approach the past critically and point out
mistakes, so that these may provide lessons and be avoided in the future?

Formulated with a broader perspective in mind, one might also ask whether 'church history'
should primarily be considered a subdiscipline of theology or of history, and what its relation
to theology is.

Upon reviewing the example of Wilhelm Niemdller, I will discuss several answers, related
to the above questions, that have been proposed by church historians. However, the final
conclusion will remain open-ended for the benefit of the discussion.

Short biography

Andrej Bukovac-Mimica is a first-year doctoral researcher at the Doctoral Programme
in Theology and Religious Studies at the University of Helsinki. He graduated history and
theology at the University of Zagreb and is currently employed as a research and teaching
assistant at the University Centre for Protestant Theology Matthias Flacius Illyricus at the
University of Zagreb, where he teaches courses in church history.

Stefan Cvetanovski
Antinomy in the Classroom: Teaching Religious and Civic Education
Abstract

The synergistic dynamism between God and man is an unavoidable prerequisite for all
human action, including intellectual action. The knowledge of God not only does not limit or
abolish human creativity, but on the contrary, it encourages, conceives and enlivens it. The
introduction of religious education (Beponayka) in the education of young people represents a
return to the old concepts of comprehensive education.

Today, as if something is missing in education itself, because even in the very "return” of
religious education in the classroom, it has its own dangers and extremes. It can be turned into
some surrogate like 'History of Religions', 'Religious Sociology’ etc.

| will refer to the decision of the Constitutional Court of North Macedonia, which abolished
religious education in primary schools in 2009. In the Decision, the Court specifically referred
to the principle of neutrality and separation of the state from religious matters.

We will deliberate upon the justification of this decision by the constitutional court in
accordance with church tradition and history. Does the contemporary era necessitate the
establishment of new criteria, thereby permanently integrating religious education into secular
education?

Short biography

Stefan Cvetanovski was born in Skopje on April 6, 1994. He completed his theological
education at the Secondary Theological School "St. Clement of Ohrid" (2013), and completed



his undergraduate studies at the Orthodox Theological Faculty "St. Clement of Ohrid" in
Skopje (2017). He completed his postgraduate studies at the Faculty of Theology at the
Aristotle University in Thessaloniki in the department of "Orthodox Theology and Christian
Society” (2021). In 2022, he was appointed as a professor at the Macedonian Orthodox
Theological Seminary.

Prof. Dr. Ana Thea Filipovié¢

The impact of the crisis caused by the coronavirus pandemic on some aspects of adolescents’
lives in Croatia and the role of religiosity as a factor of resilience

Abstract

What effect have the coronavirus pandemic and measures to protect against the spread
of infection had on adolescents in Croatia? What was the role of their religiosity in times of
this crisis? The results of empirical research, conducted among adolescents (from 13 to 19
years old) in Croatia, from December 2020 to February 2021 (N= 857), will be presented. The
focus is on some aspects of adolescents’ lives like their socio-emotional states, social
relations, learning, mental health, and possible positive aspects of coping with crisis. A special
accent is put on identifying the possible personalizing of faith in adolescents as well as on the
impact of religiosity on their coping with the pandemic. In addition to descriptive indicators,
the analysis used inferential procedures to check the statistical significance of differences (t-
test, ANOVA), and connections and determinations between variables (correlation and
regression analysis).

Short biography

Ana Thea Filipovi¢, PhD, got her master degree in theology at the Catholic faculty of
theology in Zagreb. After that she began doctoral studies at the Pontifical University
»Salesiana“ on which she became PhD in the field of youth pastoral care and catechetics. At
the moment she works as a professor at the Catholic faculty of theology in Zagreb.

Prof. Dr. Bernhard Griimme

The Covid-19 Pandemic: A challenge for Political Theology and Political Religious
Education

Abstract

The Covid 19 pandemic also had a profound impact on the context of religious
education. The lecture will relate and reflect on the challenges arising from the pandemic for
the context of religious education from the horizons of Political Theology and Political
Religious Education.

Short biography

Bernhard Griimme, born in 1962, is Professor of Religious Education and Catechetics
at the Faculty of Catholic Theology at Ruhr University in Bochum. His research interests



include, for example, political theology, heterogeneity-sensitive religious education,
praxeological perspectives on religious education, public theology and religious education.
Most recently, his Public Political Theology was published by Herder Verlag. Until a few
weeks ago, he also held a visiting professorship at ACU Melbourne.

Manuel Hartmann

Church in Crisis: The 18™ and 19" Centuries as the Impetus for today’s Non-
Denominationalism in School?

Abstract

The church is in a crisis that is gaining more intense (Sajak 2018, 17) due to the
phenomenon of increasing non-denominationalism and as a result of which denominational
religious education requires reflection in its implementation. There is no doubt about the need
for a new adjustment of didactics (Schambeck/Kropa¢ 2022, 355; Schwillus 2022, 57). It is
also appropriate to examine the current situation and to be aware of both the social change
and the living environment of young people so that the phenomenon can be responded to
adequately and appropriately, both on the part of the teachers and on the didactic side research
(Schambeck 2017, 25).

Regardless of research into the present, it is important and interesting to ask ourselves the
question of the origin of non-denominationalism and to pursue this question. Since the 1960s,
the phenomenon of church and religious distance and indifference regarding a confession has
come into the focus of the churches, but also of research (Schambeck/Kropa¢ 2022, 15).
However, it is appropriate to look deeper into the past, because the cornerstones of today's
non-denominationalism do not seem to lie only in the period after the Second World War.
Approaches can already be seen at the time of the Enlightenment. The change in thinking and
acting plunged the church into a crisis in the 18th century, which became more pronounced in
the age of industrialization and which continues to have an impact to the present day. The
18th and 19th centuries brought about a change in the interpretation of the world, life and the
meaning of existence, which cast doubt on the church and religion and led to a gradual
distancing from Christianity. This can be proven, among other things, in testaments. It
becomes clear that those who died before their death had less interest in dealing with the idea
of purgatory than those who died before the Enlightenment. The change in the world of
thought meant that the “personal relationship with God” changed and people no longer
considered it necessary to take part in the communion celebration in the Protestant milieu
(Pollack 2016, 145 f).

The period of Enlightenment and industrialization should therefore be analyzed in order to
illustrate the crisis of the churches in the 18th and 19th centuries. The question will be
whether the first signs of future non-denominationalism can be found, following Detlef
Pollak's thesis. He argues that the beginnings of a distancing from church and religion can
actually be found in the past (Pollack 2016, 145).

In order to explore the question, the ideas of the Enlightenment, in particular those of
Immanuel Kant, are outlined. The historical impulses of the Enlightenment that gave impetus



to today's non-denominationalism are then illustrated. This includes theological change.
Exegesis in particular changed at that time due to Schleiermacher's suggestions and became a
“method” for atheists (Uhrig 2023, 173). In the century following the Enlightenment, the
crisis in the church did not end. Industrialization caused new ways of thinking through
technical progress (Miiller/Pollack 2013, 466), which were based on those of the
Enlightenment and which found their way into the population, especially in the urban
environment (Pollack 2016, 156). Finally, an outlook is given on the extent to which the ideas
of the Enlightenment and industrialization have influenced and still have an impact on today's
non-denominational pupils.

Detlef Pollak in particular, but also Arnulf von Schehila, have dealt with the topic. Also
interesting is a non-fiction book by Kurt Flasch, which does not follow academic standards,
but which reflects a very reflective distancing and which requires analysis due to its non-
academic form and the resulting thought stimulation for non-religious pupils in the non-
university sector. Flasch bases his atheism on the mistakes of the church and theology that
were made in the Enlightenment era and which, in his opinion, drove people away from the
religion of Christianity (Flasch 2013). However, the critical analysis of agnostic and atheist
non-fiction books, including those by Richard Dawkins, is a desideratum for further research.

Short biography

Manuel Hartmann, born in 1987, is a doctoral candidate at the Chair of Religious
Education and Catechetics at the Faculty of Catholic Theology at the Ruhr University
Bochum. His doctoral research focusses on Bible Didactics in the context of Non-
Denominationalism.

Dr. Jan-Hendrik Herbst, Henrike Herdramm

How can RE best be Organized to Address Controversial Issues? An Exemplary Discussion of
the German Model of Denominational RE

Abstract

The lecture, which is based on denominational religious education in Germany and
outlines the relevant framework conditions, will reflect on the possibilities and potential for
religious education to incorporate controversial issues into it.

Short biography

Jan-Hendrik Herbst, born in 1988, became PhD in 2022 with a dissertation about the
political dimension of religious education. Right now, he works at the Chair of Religious
Education at the Institute of Catholic Theology at Technical University of Dortmund. Most
recently, he took over the Chair of Religious Education and Catechetics at the Faculty of
Catholic Theology at Ruhr-Universitidt Bochum in the winter semester 2023/24.

Henrike Herdramm, born in 1998, is a research assistant in practical theology at the
Institute of Catholic Theology at Paderborn University. Her research interests include animal
theology, feminist theology and intersectional theology. The working title of her dissertation



is: The potential of alterity for a theology of animals - an intersectional investigation of the
human-animal dichotomy with a view to overcoming a theological forgetfulness of animals.

PD Dr. Dr. Christian Hild

,,80 what does ,God * mean?” — Transcreation as a Translation Process in Religious
Education

Abstract

In communication situations of the religious world access perspective, different experiences
understood as religious come up for discussion, which challenges pupils: With regard to
national languages, they often have to use a different, simplified vocabulary for explanation
on the one hand, and resort to English or French translations on the other. With regard to the
fact-oriented language of religion and the subject-oriented language for religious matters, they
must take a reflective distance from their own linguistic world on the one hand and from the
language games of plural public spheres on the other in order to be able to participate in
communication situations as senders and receivers.

In the debate on religious education, impulses from the theory and practice of translation
studies have recently been received for overcoming internal and external language barriers in
religious education. These considerations remain predominantly on a theoretical level and
concentrate on intralingual translations for the development of the "foreign language of
religion".

If these four language levels remain separated from each other without reflection, the
opportunity is missed to open up religious education as a hermeneutic dialogue space for
Christian socialised, non-religious and non-religious pupils of different nationalities in order
to

didactically initiate multilingual communication skills within a pluralistic society.

In order to take advantage of this opportunity, a translation process is required that is able to
mutually connect the four language levels that meet in religious education and that can be
justified both theologically and in terms of translation studies. This process is referred to as
transcreation: Through a pedagogically and didactically initiated translation of words
understood as religious into the four language levels, the pupils create a newly emerging
(intra-/intrerlingual and also intersemiotic) translate, whereby they discover and develop their
own language in which they can speak plausibly and comprehensibly religiously and about
religion as well as name the difference between the two perspectives and justify their position.
This neologism refers to two things: firstly, to the translation process "transcriagdo", coined
by the Brazilian poet and translator Haroldo de Campos (1929-2003) and referring to literary
texts, and secondly, to the process of transcreation as a kind of "over-texting", which is
particularly applied to advertising texts.

The lecture is organised as follows: An outline of the debate on the languages used in
religious

education and possible translations is followed by a theoretical elaboration of the translation
process of transcreation, which is followed by a practice-oriented concretisation from my own
Protestant religious education.



The lecture concludes with a thesis-like outlook on transcreation and translation as a cross-
cutting topic in (religious) education.

Short biography

Christian Hild was born in 1978 and is a teacher of Latin and Protestant Religious
Education at Gymnasium am Schloss Saarbriicken. His habilitation thesis on translation-
sensitive religious education was published in 2023. He is also a lecturer in Protestant
Theology at Saarland University and he is co-editor of RKBG (Religion und Kommunikation
in Bildung und Gesellschaft). Language and translation sensitisation against the background
of current challenges of religious language education and communication in religious
education are among his main areas of research.

Daniel Jara J.

Theology in Spatial Designs: The House of One” as Declaration and Site of Interreligious
Encounter and Doctrinal Production in Super-Diverse Berlin

Abstract

Since academic Theology became aware of the role of context as the locus of every
theological speech, it has undergone a series of changes regarding its scope, recognition of
legitimate questions, and the appropriate research methodologies at its disposal. A
paradigmatic example was the postcolonial crisis of European theology, followed years later
by the cultural turn and the new focus on the material and spatial dimensions of theological
speeches. This modern “geographical” shift recognizes that theology does not occur in spatial
vacuums, on the contrary, it reciprocally shapes and is shaped by concrete dynamic places,
cities or regions which demarcate, and therefore condition, its content, contours, and frontiers.
In this way, theology has not been unaffected by the rapid changes of European metropolises
and its socio-religious super- diversification.

To depict these diverse theological and social dynamics, this
presentation will analyze the example of the House of Prayer and Learning House of One in
the German capital, and deep into different spatial strategies of religious groups in super-
diverse cities such as “place-keeping” and “place-making”, relating them to the represented
faiths in the project. It presents how the translation of doctrinal teachings in the design of
sacred buildings is not new for the Christian faith. During centuries churches, cathedrals,
chapels or pilgrim places have nurtured of theological insights which were transcribed into
architectural scripts. Nevertheless, at least in Medieval and modern Europe, material
theologies and references to other faiths in these buildings were nonexistent, if not openly
hostile. With the emergence of modern interreligious dialogue, inclusive or pluralist doctrines,
and a rapid process of socio-religious super-diversification in the continent, new public
theologies of religion have appeared, demanding for creative spatial transcripts as the House
of Prayer and Learning testifies. These theological and spatial scripts move in the XXI
century in the tension of preserving and affirming the uniqueness of each represented
religious tradition, codifying antique and new shared narratives, and pointing to the mystery



of an ultimate divine reality which becomes nearer through the practice of interreligious
encounter. Furthermore, these scripts are compelled to deal with more secular societies and
groups that contend the role and symbolic place of new religious buildings in the urban
landscape, while inviting them to dialogue.

Short biography

Daniel Jara J., born in 1989, is finalizing doctoral studies at the Protestant Faculty of
the University of Bochum. He is project coordinator of UNIC RESCUe: the European
Research Network for Religion, Society and Culture of the University of Cities in Post-
industrial transition UNIC, and lecturer at the Chair of Intercultural Theology and the Institute
of Religious Studies at RUB. His research focusses on Global Christianities, Intercultural
Theology, Body and Theology, socio-religious super-diversity, Ecumenism, Pentecostalism,
Missiology and Migration by means of methods and techniques of Intercultural Theology and
Anthropological-Qualitative Social Research.

Erik Matejak
To die for the kingdom of heaven — martyrdom as a
revolutionary act or not?
Abstract

Our theme would be to explore the varying conceptions of martyrs from ancient times
until today, including the notion of "free death"; suicide and "inclination to death". We will
consider the religious dimensions of martyrdom in juxtaposition to political and social
repercussions dictated by the state. Tracery the tension of martyrdom from early Christianity
to modern times, we will assess contemporary act of martyrdom given current political events.

Short biography

Erik Matejak was born on June 26, 2000 in Varazdin. After finishing elementary school,
he went to a minor seminary of Franciscan Conventuals in Zagreb (2015) and enrolled in the
Archdiocesan Classical Gymnasium with the right of publicity. Having completed his
secondary education, he went to the novitiate in Assisi and took his first religious vows in the
order of Franciscan Conventuals on August 29, 2020. He returned to Croatia where he
continued his studies at the Catholic Faculty of Theology in Zagreb. After two years he went
to Rome to complete his theology studies, and is currently a student at the “Pontificia facolta
san Bonaventura.”

Teodora Mladenovi¢

The role of Theology in Contemporary Society in Serbia: Canonical Regulations of Serbian
Orthodox Church in 18th and 19th Century and Actualization of Problem in Contemporary
Serbian Society

Abstract
This article is written from the perspective of serbian orthodox theologian who tries to

analyze and represent the state in Serbian Orthodox Church in 18th and 19th century. Article



shows discipline and other issues within Serbian Orthodox Church of that time. The core of
this article is comparation of the ecclesial and social state in Serbia in 18th and 19th century
and now. Article deals with issues that appears also in contemporary period. The main thesis
is that Serbian Orthodox Church had and also have now the ability to face issues and crises
and solve them under the lead of wise church leaders.

Short biography
Teodora Mladenovi¢, born on 12th September 1999. in Belgrade. Paralel with high
school she finished music high school. In 2022 she got master degree in theology on the
Orthodox faculty of theology in Belgrade as the youngest theologian in the Serbian Orthodox
Church. In 2022 she won Dositej scholarship for young talents in Serbia. At this moment she
is doctoral candidate on Orthodox faculty of theology in Belgrade in field of liturgy,
specifically church chant. She published one scientific paper in journal Religion and

tolerance.

Dr. Martin Per¢i¢
The Problem of Intrapersonal and Interpersonal Alienation in the
Contemporary Virtual World in the Light of Karol Wojtyla’s
Personalism
Abstract

Contemporary virtual culture, despite the many new possibilities for interpersonal
connection, is alienating, which is a challenge for both theology and anthropology, since this
phenomenon extends to all areas of human life. Relationships with other people are no longer
a priority and a value, since the relationships that exist today are limited to the T'. Instead of
establishing relationships with other 'I's, modern man tends to relate to the non-living,
especially technology, which affects not only the behavior of individuals but society as a
whole. Nevertheless, as relational beings, humans still have a natural tendency to relate to
entities outside themselves.

With the invention of technology, man found himself in a precarious and hitherto unknown
situation in which he could no longer find himself and his way to the other. It can even be said
that the development of the present generation is closely linked to a kind of technologization
of relationships, which has a direct impact on the perception of a person's identity and the
meaning of interpersonal relationships. This is a crisis of the human being, who faces great
challenges in finding his identity and his place in the world. Man has lost not only his sense of
habitat, but even his sense of self, as modern technology has completely overwhelmed him



with what it can do. We can see at a glance the scale and speed of this phenomenon, which
has begun to influence and change not only the world but also the way people live.

Humanity today is facing a major crisis of identity and purpose in the nature of human
existence and the meaning of interpersonal relationships. It should be stressed, however, that
technology is only one of the causes of this crisis, which is largely aggravated by
contemporary philosophical and ideological currents that very often cause confusion and
contradiction in the formation of identity and the meaning of existence. Nevertheless,
technological developments have had a profound impact on the world, on society, on human
beings and, ultimately, on the Church. The interpersonal and intrapersonal alienation that is
increasing in various spheres of existence raises the question of how to find the foundations
for a re-evaluation of the person, of interpersonal and social relationships, which is the great
challenge we face.

In this presentation we will look at Karol Wojtyta's understanding of the person, interpersonal
relationships and community, and try to find a way to overcome alienation on the basis of his
insights. We will focus on the concept of participation that he developed in his extensive work
and which we believe provides an excellent basis for responding to the challenges of
contemporary culture.

Short biography

Dr. Martin Per¢i¢ was born on 3 July 1993 in Slovenj Gradec. In 2012 he passed his
matriculation exam at the Secondary School of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
in Velenje and an additional matriculation subject at the General Gymnasium in Velenje and
continued his studies at the Faculty of Theology. He completed his Master's studies on 24
September 2018, obtaining the title of Master of Theology. In 2019, he enrolled in the third-
level doctoral programme in Theology, the field of Theology, which he successfully
completed on 25 January 2024 with the defence of his doctoral dissertation, thus obtaining the
degree of Doctor of Theology. His research focuses on anthropological and ethical issues,
with a particular emphasis on exploring the relevance of ethics for interpersonal relationships.
In his spare time he enjoys cycling.

Dr. Ivan Plese — Marko Grcevi¢
Ecumenical and interreligious themes in croatian theological journals
Abstract

Article analyses bibliography in six croatian theological journals. Through this
analysis it's shown how much articles are dealing with ecumenical and interreligious themes.
The main thesis is that ecumenical and interreligious themes are present in the context of
croatian theological research. According to results of some of journals ecumenical and
especially interreligious themes could be more present in the context of theological
researches. So, the second purpose of this article is promotion of the research of the
ecumenical and interreligious themes.



Short biography

Ivan Plese, PhD, born on 10. November 1992. in Zagreb. In 2011 he became a
religious in the Carmelite order. In 2017 he got master degree in theology at the Catholich
faculty of theology in Zagreb. In 2018 he became priest. In 2018 he started doctoral studies in
ecumenical theology at the Catholic faculty of theology in Zagreb. He became a PhD in 2023
with dissertation about interconfessional prayer.

Marko Grcevi¢ was born in Zagreb in 1996. He studied Catholic theology in Rijeka
and Zagreb. Following his graduation, he took on the position of a religious education teacher
in the Archdiocese of Zagreb. In 2022, he began his doctoral studies at the Catholic Faculty of
Theology — University of Zagreb, specialising in the field of ecumenical theology. His
doctoral research focuses on the influence of Pentecostalism on Catholic Church and
theology.

Filip Veber

Where are Paradigm Shifts Taking us?

Abstract

In the present paper, I will elaborate on some contemporary questions that theology is
facing today in different environments.
First, we will elaborate on the call of paradigm shift in theology, arguing that this is not
possible, considering that theology is incapable of this, since paradigm shift means the
fundamental reorientation. We will argue that any kind of paradigm shift in theology is
unjustified and does not take part in Catholic theology, that to speak about a paradigm shift in
theology is in fact dangerous.
Second, we will show that instead of paradigm shifts, we can speak about the development of
doctrine, based on the famous essay of John Henry Newman. Furthermore, we will argue that
a proper development of doctrine is in fact crucial for the Catholic Church and theology.
Furthermore, we will argue, that instead of speaking of paradigm shift in theology we must
speak about a deeper understanding of the mystery of the Triune God.
Third, we will show that what theology needs today is to rediscover its fundamental calling as
the “sacra doctrina”, as understood by Aquinas (STh I, g. 1, proem.). We will show that only
if we understand theology as the sacred doctrine and thus approach to it with this attitude, we
can penetrate in the mystery of the living God. Furthermore, due to the fact that as sacred
science, theology is different from other sciences, only if understood as such it can give its
unique and original contribution to human lives and to the human societies in this world.

Short biography

Filip Veber (Slovenia) holds a Master's degree in Systematic Theology from the
University of Ljubljana (2021). In the fall of 2021 he enrolled in the PhD program and from
the fall 202 is in Rome, preparing a joint doctorate with the University of Ljubljana and the
Pontifical University of the Holy Cross (Santa Croce). He is researching the links between St.



Thomas Aquinas and the Slovenian theologian Anton Strle. Filip is also finishing his licentiate
in dogmatic theology at the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum) in
Rome. In November 2023 he won at the students' convention at the Pontifical Athenemum
Regina Apostolorum, with a paper on the influence of the sexual revolution on Catholic
theology. He spoke at several conferences on different aspects of Ratzinger's theology,
Thomas Aquinas and many more. He is also a volunteer of the Sovereign Military Order of
Malta, both in Slovenia and in Rome.

Izv. Prof. Dr. Nikola Vranjes

Some current challenges of practical theology
regarding Christian practice in society

Abstract

Practical or pastoral theology, on the one hand, touches the wider area of theological
discernment of Christian practical expressions in the public sphere. On the other hand, this
theological discipline is called to discern theologically the meaning of specific expressions of
pastoral practice and their meaning in the Church and society. This presentation presents a
theological-practical discernment of some major challenges of pastoral practice in the Church
and in society today. It first tries to present the echoes and problems of some major Christian
challenges in society in a unified way. Then, some larger practical challenges of pastoral
practice are presented; challenges which have more significant references in terms of the
Christian relationship to the society and culture. Selected challenges concern the area of
preaching and witnessing, then some concrete elements of understanding the message of faith,
then methods of Christian approach to the public sphere, relations with different social
groups, as well as the problem of religious fanaticism and emphasis in pastoral action.
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Dusan Vukovié¢
The Role of Women in the Church throughout the Centuries

Abstract

By creating the world, God created man in his own image and likeness. After creating
the first man, Adam, he saw that it is not good for man to be alone, and he created a friend



from his rib - Eve. And indeed from the first day we see that both Adam and Eve were created
together, equal in everything.

Among the first services mentioned in the New Testament, in addition to priests and deacons,
are actually deaconesses. What their duties were and how much influence they had in the
development of Christianity in the most difficult period of the church is a very important
question.

The freedom of Christianity brought the opportunity for the "golden age of theology" to
appear, and for that golden age we can largely thank just one woman - Jelena, the mother of
the holy emperor Constantine.

Throughout the history of the world, many women have carried humanity on their backs.
Therefore, throughout the history of the Church, the question arises, how much did women
contribute to the development of the Church itself and how important is their influence? The
position of women has changed along with historical circumstances and historical context,
and for this reason we should strive to understand all of this in order to best and most
correctly discuss this very delicate subject. Together, we will go through all periods of the
Church and through analysis try to explain how important the role of women is in each
Church community and society in general as a whole.
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